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Sunrise 7:10 AM
Sunset 4:24 PM

Freeze line reaches the 
WI/IL border

White-tailed jackrabbits 
feeding on haystacks

m Full (Cold) Moon

Look for beaver prints and 
tail tracks in the snow

Upper Trout Lake average 
freeze date
(Vilas Co. ‘62-’72)

Look for mink slides along 
creeks and waterways

Look for otter slides along 
creeks and waterways

Lake Mendota average 
freeze date (Dane Co.)

Winter Solstice 
First Day of Winter

Look for snow fleas 
(springtails) on the snow 
near dead vegetation Christmas

Take part in the Christmas 
Bird Count

Endangered Species Act 
Passed (1973)

White-tailed deer bucks 
begin to shed antlers
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U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service – Midwest:  www.fws.gov/midwest
Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program:  www.fws.gov/midwest/Partners
University of Wisconsin-Extension:  www.uwex.edu
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service – Wisconsin:  www.wi.nrcs.usda.gov
Aldo Leopold Foundation:  www.aldoleopold.org

photos:  Bobcat, © Paul Burwell Photography - PaulBurwell.com;  below:  Red pine cone,  Ellen Barth, Rough-legged hawk,  Dave Herr

Milkweed Tussock Moth

Euchaetes egle

The Milkweed tussock moth is the only member of its genus 
to inhabit the Eastern half of the U.S.  The moth ranges from 
southern Canada to Texas and Florida.  Other members of this 
family include the Woolly bear caterpillar that folklore says 
can predict the upcoming winter by the amount of black on 
the caterpillar (which has been shown to be untrue).  Found 
among prairies, sedge meadows, oak savannas, and edge 
areas, the Tussock moth has a wingspan of one to nearly 
two inches, and is identified by unmarked gray wings and a 
black-spotted, yellow abdomen.

The moths feed on dogbane and a variety of milkweeds 
native to the prairies, including butterfly weed, and purple 
and poke milkweeds.  Like most species in the Arctiidae 
family, the Milkweed tussock moth uses chemicals ingested 
from its host plant as a defense against predators such as 
bats.  It also has a tymbal organ that produces ultrasonic 
sounds for both mating and defense. 

The female tussock moth lays its eggs in a group in late June 
on the underside of leaves, and covers the eggs by a blanket 
of its body hairs.  The earliest caterpillars are gray, with fine 
hairs.  As they molt, body color changes from light yellow to 
a striking and distinctive body of black, white, and orange-
tufted, feather-like hairs.  The Milkweed tussock moth 
caterpillar is much showier than its Woolly-bear relative.  

As young caterpillars feed, they avoid the leaf veins.  Older 
individuals sever the veins above the feeding areas, thus 
managing the flow of the milky ‘sap’ in the leaf.  Large lacy 
patches of defoliated milkweeds can be a sign that the 
Tussock moth caterpillar has been feeding.

Tussock Moth Caterpillar
Patrick Coin



Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP)
WRP is a voluntary program to help private landowners restore wetlands previously altered for agricultural use.  The program provides assistance for wetland habitat restoration on lands that have been owned 
for one year and can be restored to wetland conditions.  Landowners may restore wetlands with permanent easements, 30-year easements or 10-year contracts.  One-time easement payments are based on 
the lesser of:  1) an appraisal based on pre-easement land value minus the post-easement land value,  2) the geographic rate based on agricultural county caps or  3) the landowner offer.  Permanent easements 
receive 100% of the payment and 100% of the restoration costs; 30-year easements receive 75% of the land payment and 75% of the restoration costs; 10-year contracts pay for 75% of the restoration only.  
Permanent or 30-year easements are recorded with the property deed. Public access to restored lands is not required.

Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP)
The purpose of WHIP is to develop or improve fish and wildlife habitat for declining species on private and public land through prairie, barren, savanna, and stream restoration.  Typical practices include seeding 
native vegetation, in-stream fish structures, brush management, and prescribed burning with Karner Blue Butterfly habitat emphasized in 2007.  Non-federal land is eligible, including agricultural and non-agricultural 
land, woodlots, pastures and streambanks.  Applications are funded based on statewide ranking.  Landowner contracts are 5-10 years in length with flat rate cost share assistance available.

*Note: NRCS programs may be changing with the new Farm Bill currently under debate so consult the NRCS website for the latest program information.

Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP)
EQIP provides technical and financial assistance to agricultural producers for conservation practices that protect soil and water quality.  Many practices are eligible for cost-sharing.  Agricultural producers on 
agricultural lands are eligible.  Projects are selected based on their environmental value.  Contracts last 1-10 years.  EQIP financial assistance varies by practice.

Conservation Security Program (CSP)
CSP is a voluntary conservation program that supports ongoing stewardship of private agricultural lands by providing payments for maintaining and enhancing natural 
resources, including wildlife.  CSP identifies and rewards those farmers who are meeting the highest standards of conservation and environmental management on 
their farm operations.  Eligible landowners in selected watersheds may receive annual payments based on their level of stewardship, through a 5 to10 year contract.

Conservation Reserve Program and Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CRP and CREP)
CRP and CREP assist landowners or operators who set aside cropland (or pasture that is adjacent to streams) with annual rental payments throughout the contract 
period.  Continuous CRP is an ongoing non-competitive sign up which includes practices such as grass buffers, windbreaks, waterways, wetland restoration.  Cost sharing 
for practice installation is provided as well as other incentives.  Whole field practices include tree planting, grass cover,  prairie and oak savanna establishment.  Land eligi-
bility varies by soil type and crop history.  Contracts last for 10-15 years.  CRP and CREP are Farm Service Agency programs with NRCS providing technical assistance.

Web Soil Survey   http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/
This Web site allows online viewing of soil survey maps and reports.  This new application greatly enhances access to information on soils which can be helpful for 
wildlife and forestry planning.

For more information about these and other NRCS conservation programs, visit www.wi.nrcs.usda.gov

The Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program assists private landowners in restoring wetlands, grasslands, oak savannas, pine and oak barrens, streams and endangered species habitat.  Financial and/or 
technical assistance is offered to private landowners through voluntary cooperative agreements.  Under these cooperative agreements, landowners agree to maintain the restored lands for the life of the 
agreement (10-year minimum).  Landowners also retain full control of their land.

For more information on the Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program, visit www.fws.gov/midwest/Par tners

The National Wildlife Refuge System, managed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, is the only system of federal lands dedicated entirely to wildlife.  The Refuge System consists of 545 refuges,  
covering 97 million acres.  These protected lands provide habitat for more than 200 species of fish and nearly 500 other animal species.  Among the hundreds of wild species that call wildlife refuges home  
are 250 threatened or endangered plants and animals.  More than 39 million people visit the wildlife refuges each year.

For more information about the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the National Refuge System, visit www.fws.gov

Graphic design/production by Brooke Wentland, Annika Sargent and Jeffrey J. Strobel, UW-Extension Environmental Resources Center
Photos on this page:  White-tailed buck, Brown-eyed susans and Familiar bluet damselflies by Jeffrey J. Strobel

Landowner assistance available with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)

Landowner assistance available with the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
A special thank you to Nina Leopold 
Bradley and the Aldo Leopold Foundation 
for providing the phenology data for this 
calendar. 

Thank you to the following individuals 
who contributed time and expertise to 
this calendar – USFWS staff: Rhonda 
Krueger, Rachel Mockler, Jon Olson, Trish 
Vanderhoef, Bill Peterson, Shawn Papon, 
Paul Charland, Mike Engel, Ted Koehler, Art 
Kitchen, Jim Riemer; NRCS staff: Greg Kidd, 
UW-Extension staff: Bruce Webendorfer, 
Jeffrey J. Strobel, and John Exo; The Aldo 
Leopold Foundation: Craig Maier.  Also 
thank you to all the photographers for 
their willingness to donate photos.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits 
discrimination in all of its programs and activities on 
the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, age, 
disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or family 
status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) 
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means 
for communication of information (Braille, large print, 
audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center 
at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of 
discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 
Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence 
Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 
720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer.




