





REDUCING THE NEED FOR WATERING

Let grass grow taller

e To promote deep rooting and lawns
that tolerate dry conditions, mow
grass no shorter than two inches.

e Taller grass shades the soil surface,
thus reducing evaporation and
sprouting of weed seeds.

Use chemicals wisely

e Proper fertilizing promotes deep roots
and drought tolerance. Improper
fertilizing can have the opposite effect.

e Don’t fertilize a dry lawn — high
concentrations of nutrients tend to
draw moisture out of grass.

e Control weeds to reduce competition
for soil moisture. This may be done
by hand, or with careful use of broad-
leaf herbicides.

Consider the weather

e Don’t mow during the heat of day,
especially when conditions are hot
and dry; newly cut grass blades lose
water quickly.

e Don’t water if a one-inch rainstorm
has occurred in the last week. Also,
postpone watering if the forecast calls
for rain in the next few days.

Be creative

e Plan and establish a landscape that
has less lawn and requires less water
and maintenance. Consider plant
groupings that include drought-
tolerant species and organic mulches
that help keep the soil moist.

e Direct downspouts away from
foundations and driveways to
planting beds and lawns where
the water can soak in. Besides
more efficient use of water,
there will be less runoff from
your property.

e Learn to live with temporary brown-
outs. A few weeks of dormancy will not
hurt the roots of a healthy lawn.

Tips on sprinklers and efficient watering

Hardly anyone has a perfectly rectangular or circular lawn. Fortunately,

there are many sprinkler types to deal with odd angles. (A few are
shown here.) Over time, savings on your water bill will pay for the

investment on several types. Other tips for efficient watering include:

¢/ Consider a timed sprinkler, which automatically shuts off after a
desired rate of application.

vV Use a sprinkling can or hand-held hose to specifically target small
areas where use of a sprinkler is wasteful.

v/ Aerate your lawn to improve water penetration and reduce runoff.

v/ Avoid using a conventional sprinkler on the strip of lawn between
the sidewalk and street. Runoff from this area travels quickly and
directly to the gutters and storm sewer. A soaker hose might be the
best option.

v/Don't forget to turn the sprinkler off! Forgetfulness can result in a
trail of water flowing from your property.
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hile everyone recognizes that this is a waste of water, other problems

caused by careless watering are harder to see. Water flowing down the
gutter often carries soil, pet waste, lawn chemicals and other pollutants
into storm sewers, which empty into nearby streams and lakes.

/

Sprinkler runoff makes a natural problem worse. While occasional
midsummer rainstorms wash pollutants into lakes and
mLA, streams, careless lawn watering can create a “rain-

~—_ storm” every day throughout the summer.
This additional runoff occurs during the
s—"¢  hottest weather and low water conditions in
streams and lakes — prime conditions for
growth of nuisance algae and aquatic weeds.

Water running off your yard can also erode soil from adjacent

undeveloped lots, waterlog sensitive plants, or wash away fertilizers
that have been recently applied to lawns and gardens. We can all help minimize these
problems by following the common-sense tips in this fact sheet. The result will be

healthier lawns and cleaner water.

Thinking things through

In the end, lawn watering is probably
governed more by one’s point of view
than anything else.

For example, a dry lawn has a blue-green
color and does not spring back when you
walk on it (your footprints remain). A
lawn during mid-summer dormancy is a
brownish green. To some people, neither
of the above is acceptable. However,
except under extreme circumstances,
even the natural brown-out does no
harm. And no amount of mid-summer
watering will allow our cool season
grasses to look as good as they do during
spring or fall. By September, in fact,
lawns that were watered throughout the

summer generally look no better than
lawns that weren’t. In other words, a
naturally brown lawn in August is not a
sign of neglect.

Those who want the green look through-
out the summer can benefit from the
lawn watering tips inside. Those who are
inclined to simply wait out the seasonal
changes can be confident that they’re
not going to harm a healthy lawn.

Above all, heed the suggestions and
restrictions of your local water utility
during droughts. If you have a private
well, don’t jeopardize neighborhood
supplies by unnecessary watering.
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