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	 •	Support and follow ordinances 
that limit soil erosion from 
construction sites.

	 •	Encourage detention ponds and 
other stormwater management 
practices that reduce runoff pollu-
tion by temporarily holding water 
or letting it soak into the ground.

	 •	Encourage the safe but conserva-
tive use of salt on roads and limit 
application to critical areas.

	 •	Tell public officials about your 
interest in cleaning up local 
waters and about their value to 
recreation and the economy.

	 Good for water quality	 Bad for water quality	 Could be good or bad, depending on your actions

In your community

	 •	Support the preservation of wet-
lands as natural filters that protect 
water quality, prevent flooding, 
and provide vital open space.

	 •	Promote “environmental or 
parkway corridors” adjacent to 
streams and waterways for water 
quality, wildlife, and multiple-use 
benefits.

	 •	Participate in groups, projects and 
events that promote conservation, 
waterfront recreation, or shoreline 
clean-ups.

Home hot spots for water quality

Around every yard are spots where your activities affect water quality. The illustration shows a few of 
them. Take a look around your own home with an eye toward water quality.
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Fact sheets in the Yard Care and the 
Environment series are designed to 
illustrate the principles of environmentally 
sound yard care. They provide specific 

information about pesticides, fertilizers, 
landscaping, watering, and 
related topics. These and other 

R    ain barrels were used in the past to collect water for use around the 
     yard. Today, they symbolize a bygone era of sensible, environmentally 
sound approaches to growing healthy lawns and gardens. Environmentally 
sound yard care stresses:

	 •	 Thinking of environmental consequences in addition to 
conveniences.

	 •	 Planning for greater harmony with natural surroundings.

	 •	 Being conservative and resourceful, rather than wasteful.

	 •	 Believing that little changes collectively make a big difference.

	 •	 Capitalizing on the time and cost-savings that rethinking yard 
care can bring. 

publications can be obtained from your 
county UW-Extension office. Help is also 
available there regarding soil testing, pest 
identification, plant selection, and other 
important items related to yard care and 
water quality.
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